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The Gravity Flowline  is published by the California Water Environment Association Tri-Oakport Street, Suite 600,  
Oakland, CA  94621-Counties Section 

7677 1935 
     Send your comments, ideas, and/or articles to bmartinez@cityofventura.ca.gov 

CWEA Tri-CounƟes SecƟon Members:  Current members will automaƟcally receive the Gravity Flowline NewsleƩer 
Renew your membership or update your mailing address:  CWEA, 7677 Oakport Street, Suite 600   Oakland, CA 94621-1935 
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President’s Message   
By Chris Boddy 

As we wrapped up the September Workshop and we are moving to the Past Presidents Golf Tournament. I want 
to thank the City of Santa Barbara and the County of San Luis Obispo Los Osos Facility for hosting our March and 
June workshop. I also want to thank our Vendors and Members for attending our workshops this year. It has been 
wonderful working with the current Tri-Counties Board, the Committee Chair Positions members, and  the 
hosting facilities to put on these events.  

 

Our awards season is now open, please nominate your coworkers, your agency, or yourself for CWEA awards by 
November 22. Our awards banquet is scheduled for January 10, 2025 so we can congratulate our award winners. 

 

Thanks, 

Chris Boddy  

CWEA TRIS 2024 President 

 

 

 

Did you know CWEA TricounƟes SecƟon has its own 
Facebook page?  If you’re on Facebook, let’s get 
connected!!!  It’s easy, from your own account 
search: 

“Tri CounƟes SecƟon of the CWEA” 

We post pictures, announcements, member news, 
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Ventura County Fairgrounds 
September 19, 2024 
 
Our Tri-Counties Section (TCS) 2024 September Workshop and Training Seminar of was held on September 19, 2024 at the 
Ventura County Fairgrounds. Attendees  chose from four different water/wastewater discipline sessions and earn up to 4 
contact hours valid for CWEA certification renewal.  We are always here to help grow your career.  And with this year’s 
September workshop, we’re continuing to help and offer you with many excellent class presentations. 

Vendor Exhibits and door prize drawings were also enjoyed at this training event.  Lunch was provided & delivered by El 
Pollo Norteno in Oxnard and, once again, it was delicious! 
 

Thank you for your continued support of our local CWEA Tri-Counties Section. 

Sincerely, 

Tri-Counties Section Board of Directors and Committee Chairs 

 

CWEA Tri-CounƟes SecƟon 
By Teresa Kistner   
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Public Messaging– “Flushable Wipes” 

 
 
 

By Baylie Martinez 

As the fight against wipes marketed as “flushable” wages on and wastewater utilities continue to work towards chang-
ing a well instilled public perception of the consumer item, agencies who engage in public outreach and messaging 
may consider including an educational campaign to correct misinformation  
regarding the harmful impacts of wipes in the collection system. 

As a community of professionals working together we can collectively educate and call to the public to enlist their 
help  in preventing wipes from entering the collection system. 

A catchy and easy to remember slogan to a campaign like “Think Before You Flush” or “Wipes Clog Pipes” may be a 
smart way to create a cohesive messaging plan. However, even without a signature catch phrase for your agency’s 
messaging platform you can create a successful informational piece by  
including certain key points in your materials. 

While flushable wipes may seem convenient, they are causing serious problems for wastewater  
infrastructure. Here’s why we should all think twice before flushing them down the toilet: 

1. Not Really Flushable 

Many products labeled as "flushable" do not break down like toilet paper. Instead, they can cause clogs in pipes,  
leading to costly repairs and disruptions in service. Carrying this message can help the public distinguish the  
difference between what they can flush and should flush. 

2. Costly Consequences 

Clearing blockages caused by flushable wipes can be expensive. These costs ultimately fall back on to the rate payer, 
as funds are allocated to repair and maintain our systems instead of investing in community improvements. Remind 
the public about the cost to their wallets! 

3. Environmental Impact 

When flushable wipes clog sewer systems, they can cause sanitary sewer  
overflows and end up in rivers and oceans, harming wildlife and polluting  
water sources. Remind the public that every wipe that is flushed contributes to 
this problem. 

4. Choose Wisely 

Instead of flushing wipes, encourage the public to properly dispose of them in 
the trash and consider using toilet paper or biodegradable alternatives that 
won’t harm pipes or the environment. 

5. Spread the Word 

Help educate others in the community about the issues related to flushable 
wipes. Encourage members of the public to share this  
message with friends and family to keep wastewater systems 
running smoothly! 

 

By working together, we can ensure a cleaner, safer environment for 
everyone. Thank you for your cooperation! 
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CWEA Tri-Counties Section  
Gravity Flowline Subscription & Advertisement Form 

 Gravity Flowline subscripƟon expired? 

Name:  ________________________________________  
  
Agency:  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
Mailing:  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
Delivery Address:  _________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
City: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
State: Zip: _________________________________________________________  
 
Phone: ________________________________________    Email address:  _________________________________________  

NEW SUBSCRIPTIONS:  The State CWEA collects local membership dues on behalf of local 
sections.  Members of CWEA will be contacted regarding membership expiration.  Subscriptions  are 
automatically renewed after dues are paid.  If you do not hear from CWEA before your membership 
expires, please contact the State CWEA Office at 510-382-7800 for the status of your membership. 
 

NON-MEMBERS:  A non-member subscription is $16 per year.  Complete this form and submit it 
along with your check to the address below. Indicate your delivery address.  CWEA members who 
are not Tri-Counties Section members may get a subscription for $12. 

Please submit all ads in electronic format to: 
MarkB@CarpSan.com 

 ADVERTISEMENT (Includes free subscription) 
 Business Card $80 per year 
 Quarter Page Ad $240 
 Half Page Ad $540 per year  
 (Due to space constraints, Full Page Ads  
 are not available.) 
 
 The deadline for submission for the next issue 
 is the 15th of the first month of the issue date. 

 SUBSCRIPTION—$16 per year    
 I am not a member of CWEA.   
   
 Subscription $12 Per Year 
 I’m a CWEA member, but belong to another  
 local section. 
 CWEA /WEF #  __________________________________  

Send to:           
   Mark Bennett 
   Carpinteria Sanitary District 
   5300 Sixth Street 
   Carpinteria, CA 93013 

Make checks payable to:  CWEA Tri-Counties Section 

OCTOBER 2024   VOLUME 25, ISSUE 1  GRAVITY FLOWLINE 

7 

mailto:MarkB@CarpSan.com


8 

January - February 2019 

 

Volume 21 Issue 1 

 

Gravity Flowline 

2024 TCS Calendar of Events 
November 1st, 2024  
Tri-Counties 24th Annual Past President Golf Tournament 
Glenn Annie Golf Course 
405 Glenn Annie Rd 
Goleta, CA 93117 
8:00am– 3:00pm  
Registration Information 

$125 per Member and per Guest 
$500 per team of Four 

Sponsorship Opportunities! 
Lunch Sponsor $250 
Hole Sponsor $150 

Longest Drive Trophies $150 
Closest to the Pin Trophies $150 
And More! 
Sponsorship Form 
Questions? 
Please contact Travis Fisher 
CWEA Tri-Counties President 
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AdverƟsers’ Page 
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AWARDS                                 
Jared Pickens  
City of Paso Robles 
jpickens@prcity.com 
 
COLLECTION SYSTEM 
Chris Boddy   
Las Virgenes Municipal Water 
District  
443 Aliento Way   
Camarillo,CA 93012  
P/619-869-6249  
cboddy805@gmail.com  

 
CWEA LIAISON 
Howard Sean Brewen  
Jacobs 
howard.brewen@jacobs.com 
 
 
GRAVITY FLOWLINE EDITOR 
Baylie Martinez 
City of Ventura 
P.O. BOX 99 
Ventura, CA 93002 
P/ (805)677-4149 
bmartinez@cityofventura.ca.gov 
 
 
 
GIMMICKS & GADGETS 
Travis Fisher  
City of Simi Valley 
P/ 805.297.6111  
tfisher@simivalley.org  
 
 
 

MAINTENANCE 
Looking for volunteers! 

LABORATORY 
Jacob Broad 
Carpinteria Sanitary District 5351 
Sixth Street, Carpinteria, CA 93013  
P/(805) 684-7214 ext. 119   
 JacobB@carpsan.com    

MEMBERSHIP 
Emily Minteer  
Ventura Water 
eminteer@cityofventura.ca.gov 

OPERATIONS 
Thomas Welche  
City of Santa Barbara  
520 E Yanonali St  
Santa Barbara, CA 93103  
TWelche@SantaBarbaraCA.gov  

PAST PRESIDENTS GOLF  
TOURNAMENT 
Travis Fisher  
City of Simi Valley 
P/ 805.297.6111  
tfisher@simivalley.org  
 
 
Past President’s Picnic Chair 
Looking for volunteers! 

HISTORY/ PAST PRESIDENTS PICNIC 
Mark Bennett 
Carpinteria Sanitary District 
5300 Sixth Street 
Carpinteria, CA 93013 
P/ 805.684.7214 ext. 17 
MarkB@CarpSan.com 

PHOTOGRAPHER 
Looking for volunteers! 

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT 
Alec Roberts 
City of Ventura 
501 Poli Street 
Ventura, CA 93001 
P/ (805) 275-8289 
aroberts@cityofventura.ca.gov 

OPERATOR CHALLENGE  
Harold “Mr. Bear” Reyes  
2305 Maricopa Highway  
Ojai, CA 93023 P/ 
805.421.8547  
mrhrbear@gmail.com  

P3S  
Looking for volunteers! 
 
 

CommiƩee Chairs & Other 
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TCP & CONTACT HOURS 
Teresa Kistner 
Goleta Sanitary District 
1 William Moffett Place 
Goleta, CA 93117 
P/ 805.967.4519 
F/ 805.964.3583 
tkistner@goletasanitary.org 

TURKEY OF THE YEAR  
Travis Fisher  
Ojai Sanitary District  
1072 Tico Rd Ojai, CA 93023 
travis.fisher@ojaisan.org  

 

PUBLIC EDUCATION 
Mary Thompson 
City of Santa Barbara 
520 East Yanonali Street 
Santa Barbara, CA 93103 
P/ 805.568.1093 
F/ 805.568.1022 
MThompson@SantaBarbaraCA.gov 

SAFETY  
Mark Greenfield  
Burbank Supply  
burbanksupply@aol.com  
 

SMALL COMMUNITIES 
Looking for volunteers! 

STUDENTS & YOUNG  
PROFESSIONALS 
Mariana Cruz 
City of Santa Barbara 
520 E. Yanonali Street 
Santa Barbara, CA 93101 

WEBSITE 
Mary Thompson  
City of Santa Barbara  
520 E Yanonali St Santa Barbara, CA 
93103  
mthompson@santabarbaraca.gov   

 

 

CommiƩee Chairs & Other 
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Tri-CounƟes SecƟon Mission Statement 

To enhance the educaƟon and effecƟveness of California’s Wastewater Professionals through training, cerƟficaƟon, 
disseminaƟon of technical informaƟon and promoƟon of sound policies to benefit society through protecƟon and 

enhancement of the water environment. 

CALIFORNIA WATER 
ENVIRONMENT ASSOCIATION 

 

TRI-COUNTIES SECTION 
San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara & Ventura CounƟes 

RETIREMENTS!  
Please share reƟrement announcements from your 
agency or organizaƟon with us! Celebrate and honor 
your employees as they transiƟon to this new 
chapter. Please send a photo of the reƟree, their 
reƟrement date and a brief passage discussing their 
experience working in the wastewater industry. Feel 
free to let us know more about the person behind the 
photo by including fun details about their personal 
interests, plans and hobbies. Send reƟrement 
announcements to Baylie MarƟnez at 
bmarƟnez@cityofventura.ca.gov to be included in 
our next newsleƩer. 
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