
North Coast Section
California Water Environment 

SeaWEA
QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER OF THE NORTH COAST SECTION CWEA

                                                                                                         

Greetings everyone, I hope all the troubles of the winter months are only slight memories and everyone is 
summer projects.  This is an ideal time of the year to get out and smoke test for issues that have the potential cause 
Inflow and Infiltration.  When the ground is dry, breaks in the pipe allow smoke to surface so the locations can be noted 
for future examination.  It also allows utility persons to get out in the field and visually inspect cleanouts for proper 
fitting caps or plugs. 

Our annual Golf tournament was conducted in June with a respectable turnout and some pretty cool prizes.  There were
7 teams comprised of 28 people.  The weather was great and as usual everyone had a great time.  Next year we will note 
a change as Mickey Hulstrom of HCSD will be stepping down as the organizer of the tourney and James Henry of MCSD 
will be picking up the torch.  Mickey has been responsible for organizing the tourney for many years and has done an 
excellent job.  When you see him around make sure you let him know how much we all appreciate his work organizing 
the tourney. 

Historically the Northern Section has held a mini conference in October and usually is related to safety.  This year we are 
departing from our normal approach and are putting together a true conference style with subjects related to Collection 
Systems, Safety, Operator training and Recycle
will be on October 6th.   

If you head over to our website http://www.cwea.org/nc/NCINDEX.htm
regarding upcoming events, contact information and links of interest.  We are trying an automated registration process 
using Paypal.  I would like to thank Jillian Yerby, our Program Chair for working on this and getting it operational.  
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President’s Message 

By Gregory Orsini 

Greetings everyone, I hope all the troubles of the winter months are only slight memories and everyone is 
summer projects.  This is an ideal time of the year to get out and smoke test for issues that have the potential cause 
Inflow and Infiltration.  When the ground is dry, breaks in the pipe allow smoke to surface so the locations can be noted 

uture examination.  It also allows utility persons to get out in the field and visually inspect cleanouts for proper 

Our annual Golf tournament was conducted in June with a respectable turnout and some pretty cool prizes.  There were
7 teams comprised of 28 people.  The weather was great and as usual everyone had a great time.  Next year we will note 
a change as Mickey Hulstrom of HCSD will be stepping down as the organizer of the tourney and James Henry of MCSD 

torch.  Mickey has been responsible for organizing the tourney for many years and has done an 
excellent job.  When you see him around make sure you let him know how much we all appreciate his work organizing 

has held a mini conference in October and usually is related to safety.  This year we are 
departing from our normal approach and are putting together a true conference style with subjects related to Collection 
Systems, Safety, Operator training and Recycled Water.  The conference will be held at Redwood Acres in Eureka and 

http://www.cwea.org/nc/NCINDEX.htm you will see we a have a lot of information 
egarding upcoming events, contact information and links of interest.  We are trying an automated registration process 

using Paypal.  I would like to thank Jillian Yerby, our Program Chair for working on this and getting it operational.  
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Greetings everyone, I hope all the troubles of the winter months are only slight memories and everyone is busy with 
summer projects.  This is an ideal time of the year to get out and smoke test for issues that have the potential cause 
Inflow and Infiltration.  When the ground is dry, breaks in the pipe allow smoke to surface so the locations can be noted 

uture examination.  It also allows utility persons to get out in the field and visually inspect cleanouts for proper 

Our annual Golf tournament was conducted in June with a respectable turnout and some pretty cool prizes.  There were 
7 teams comprised of 28 people.  The weather was great and as usual everyone had a great time.  Next year we will note 
a change as Mickey Hulstrom of HCSD will be stepping down as the organizer of the tourney and James Henry of MCSD 

torch.  Mickey has been responsible for organizing the tourney for many years and has done an 
excellent job.  When you see him around make sure you let him know how much we all appreciate his work organizing 

has held a mini conference in October and usually is related to safety.  This year we are 
departing from our normal approach and are putting together a true conference style with subjects related to Collection 

d Water.  The conference will be held at Redwood Acres in Eureka and 

you will see we a have a lot of information 
egarding upcoming events, contact information and links of interest.  We are trying an automated registration process 

using Paypal.  I would like to thank Jillian Yerby, our Program Chair for working on this and getting it operational.   

http://www.cwea.org/nc/NCINDEX.htm


2011 North Coast Section Officers and Committee Chairs 
Position Name Employer Phone and Email 

Chairman Greg Orsini McKinleyville CSD (707) 839-3251 
operations@mckinleyvillecsd.com 

Vice-Chairman & Technical 
Certification Chairman 

Hank Brenard City of Fortuna (707) 616-2474 
hbrenard@ci.fortuna.ca.us 

Secretary Orrin Plocher Freshwater 
Environmental 

Services 

707-498-9071 
 orrin@freshwaterenvironmental 

services.com 

Treasurer Michael Hansen City of Eureka (707) 441-4363 
mphansen@ci.eureka.ca.gov 

Webmaster Mike Freeman McKinleyville CSD (707) 839-3251 
mfreeman@mckinleyvillecsd.com 

Newsletter Editor Abram Crow Student acrow752@mycr.redwoods.edu 

Northern Regional Committee 
Representative 

Clay Yerby City of Eureka 
(retired) 

clayyerby@gmail.com 

Membership Chairman Mike Veach SHN Consulting 
Engineers 

mveach@shn-engr.com 

Program Chairperson Jillian Yerby SHN Consulting 
Engineers  

jillianyerby@gmail.com 

Safety Chairman Doug Culbert City of Ferndale (707) 845-2087 
chiefoperator@ci.ferndale.ca.us 

 

 

 

Motor controls are explained in-depth to an eager batch of operators at a recent training taught by Bil McBroome 
(MCSD) and Hank Brenard(Fortuna).  A review of this class will be offered at the upcoming Fall Conference, October 6. 

 



 

 

Don’t miss this Opportunity by not Pre-Registering!! 

 

 



NORTH COAST SECTION GOLF TOURNAMENT 2011 
By Mickey Hulstrom & James Henry 

Many thanks to all who participated in the Tenth Annual North Coast Section CWEA Golf Tournament. The 
weather was perfect and the golfers had a great time. There were seven teams battling amongst each other for the 
coveted first place bragging rights in the Four-person Scramble at the Eureka Municipal Golf Course on June 25th. The 
final calibrated scores had all teams within 6 strokes of each other. This was a tight year in the standings. We had a three 
way tie for the Net score (low score with the handicap). The Golf Pro was kept busy re-evaluating how the tying teams 
did on certain holes to arrive at a tie breaker winner. 

 

After losing many golf balls and score cards adjusted for the Peoria Handicap, the teams finished in the following order:  

First Place went to “LACO Fearsome Foursome”. The team representing LACO & Associates consisted of: Charles 
Roecklein, Dale Romanini, Chad Christie, & Bob Marino 

     CONGRATULATIONS! 

Second Place went to “Turd Herders”. The team representing the McKinleyville Community Services District consisted of 
Jason Patton, Chris Jones, James Henry, & Dale 

First Place for Lowest Team Score without the Handicap went to “Compost Caddies”. The team representing the City of 
Fortuna consisted of: Mike Flockart, John Crotty, Kevin Carter, & Jessie Suelzle 

The “Most Honest Team” award (last place) went to team “Gophers”. The team consisted of: Dan Smith, Stan Terris, Roy 
Harding, & Hymie Yellon. This team represented the City of Eureka. 

Prizes were also awarded for KP’s (closest to the pin) on three holes and a longest drive prize. Those winners were Todd 
Wright, Eric Frey, Dale Romanini, and Mike Flockhart. 

 

Finally, I would like to thank the Sponsors who made a donation for the tournament.   

 Keenan Pipe & Supply    Winzler & Kelly Consulting Engineers 

 SHN Consulting Engineers  LACO & Associates  

 Sacred Ground Organic Coffee  Freshwater Environmental Services 

 Thrifty Supply    Eureka Municipal Golf Course 

 North Coast Section CWEA 

 

If it weren’t for their support this tournament would not have been so successful. If possible let’s send some business 
their way. 

Hope to see you next year. Keep on hacking! 

 



Upcoming Training and Tests 

CWEA North Coast Section Conference 

Pre-Register now for this Exciting Local Training Day.  See attached flier above. 

October 6 – Tomorrow’s Water: Reclaiming Our Resources 

 

Rural Community Assistance Corporation – Local Wastewater Training 

More information and registration links can be found at www.rcac.org, click on the training and events tab. 

September 20 - Online Wastewater Grade 1 and 2 Operator Certification Preparation.   

 

City of Fortuna 

Hank Brenard and the City of Fortuna are hosting free training sessions for their staff and interested local agencies.  
Seating is limited to 8-10 non-Fortuna employees at each session, so folks should contact Hank via e-mail 
(hbrenard@ci.fortuna.ca.us) for further information or to reserve a seat.  The sessions have been granted approval by 
the agencies listed on the announcement and are designed to cover multiple areas of certification. 

-August 26 - Anaerobic Digestion. 
 
-September 30 – Nutrient Removal. 
 

Upcoming Testing Schedule  

CWEA Certification  http://cwea.org/pdf/tcp/tcpappl.pdf  Registration Deadline,  August 31, 2011  

         Testing Window October 1 – December 31 

 

Local Job Postings 

Public Utility Operator,  City of Blue Lake,  Min. OIT Capacity, prefer WWTP Operator, Grade 1. Water Distribution 
Operator License, preferred or ability to obtain same within 1 year. Position also involves maint. of utilities, public 
grounds and roads.  Specify salary expectations.  Excellent benefits. Resume, licenses, and 5 references to City Manager, 
City of Blue Lake, via email: citymanager@bluelake.ca.gov. Position open until filled.  

Public Works Superintendent, City of Arcata, First Review Date August 29, responsible for the day-to-day management 
of a significant portion of the City’s public works operations and maintenance activities including streets, water 
distribution system, wastewater collection system, and central garage. Incumbents are expected to independently 
perform the full scope of assigned duties. http://www.cityofarcata.org/departments/personnel-hr/job-opportunities 

Water Service Worker I or II, Humboldt Community Services District, entry level position to experienced working level 
job.  Final Filing Date September 1. http://www.humboldtcsd.com/Job%20Opportunity.pdf 

http://www.rcac.org/
mailto:hbrenard@ci.fortuna.ca.us
http://cwea.org/pdf/tcp/tcpappl.pdf
mailto:citymanager@bluelake.ca.gov
http://www.cityofarcata.org/departments/personnel-hr/job-opportunities
http://www.humboldtcsd.com/Job%20Opportunity.pdf


Local Job Postings, cont. 

Treatment Plant Operator, City of Fortuna, Final Filing Date August 31, One Regular FT Position to be filled by 
OIT, TPO I, or TPO II.  Operations, control and maintenance of the City’s water and wastewater treatment systems. 

Regular FT Lead Street Worker, City of Fortuna, Final Filing Date August 31,  Hands-on supervisor to lead crew 
in maintenance, repair, and construction of City public works facilities.  Ability to safely operate heavy 
equipment 

Regular PT Treatment Plant Mechanic (20 Hours Per Week), City of Fortuna, Final Filing Date August 31, 
Maintains, repairs, services, and installs machinery and equipment used in water and wastewater 
treatment systems. 

For more information on City of Fortuna job opportunities go to http://friendlyfortuna.com/index.aspx?nid=205 

 

 

Safety Brief - With Doug Culbert, Safety Chairperson 

STAY ALERT AND KEEP YOUR HATS STRAIGHT 

In my “spare time” as a Chief Plant Operator I also coordinate and direct a summer camp for 150 teens during the 
summer. This year was particularly intense since the construction of the City’s $8.5 million wastewater facility began. 
Near completion, I headed off for another week directing camp and my duties as CPO were put on hold for 7 days. In the 
midst of all the planning for camp and working 40-50 hours a week I found myself burning the candle at both ends, so to 
speak. A lot of times I was running on adrenalin and didn’t know if I was coming or going. While wearing the hat of 
“camp director,” when I got tired I could just stop what I was doing and take a power nap or just rest for a bit. As CPO 
that wasn’t the case. I needed to be alert as I drove around checking the collection system, dealing with rate payers and 
contractors as well as doing my part during construction. There are a lot of new components to the new system and 
while I go through training I need to understand how it all works. Because of this I needed to be fresh and my mind clear 
of distractions. I do pretty well with multi-tasking but there were times I found myself wearing both hats as thoughts 
and actions overlapped. When this happens it’s difficult to concentrate and do either job properly. 

Many operators have hobbies and other things that take up their time while not at work. I know I’m not the only one 
who takes on extra work and tries to balance all the extra things that I do in addition to my full time job. It’s very 
important though to stay focused on the task at hand. It’s very easy to be working around a pump or motor and forget 
to lock/out-tag/out because our minds are in other places. It’s very easy to run that stop sign because the candle has 
gone out from all your extra work. It’s very important that we all manage our time well and don’t stretch ourselves so 
thin that fatigue takes over and hinders our ability to make safe decisions while at work. Multi-tasking is a good ability to 
have but not when it’s at the expense of your or another person’s safety. Stay alert and safe and if you wear more than 
one hat make sure you keep them straight. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Doug Culbert 
Safety Coordinator 

 

http://friendlyfortuna.com/index.aspx?nid=205


….And Now, Things that Make You Go Hmmmmm, 

 

100+ Pound Rodent Spotted at Paso Robles Treatment Plant 

Three weeks ago Nick Kamp, a plant operator at Paso Robles Wastewater Treatment Plant, took a series of photographs 
showing an unknown large animal emerging from a treatment pond.  Nessie, Big Foot, Chupacabra maybe?  Nope, Fish 
and Game Wardens have since determined the animal to be a Capybara, the world’s largest rodent and native to South 
America.  While the largest capybara recorded weighed in at a whopping 232 pounds this one was estimated to be 
between 100-120 pounds.  Wardens speculated that this is an escaped pet and assured the public that they are not 
dangerous.  Andrew Hughan, spokesperson for the Department of Fish and Game said, “It’s (doing) no harm. It’s just 
going to root around”, and added, “We hope that it lives a happy capybara life in Paso Robles.”   Yup, we do too. 

 

Next Generation for Co-Generation 

The Orange County WWTP is now powering automobiles with it’s waste gas.  The company Air Products’ has created a 
process to clean up methane and reform it into vehicle grade hydrogen, available at a newly constructed fueling station.  
The station can provide hydrogen for 25 to 50 vehicle fuelings per day.  In addition, the new facility creates heat for 
digesters and generates up to 250 kilowatts of electricity per day.   Air Products’ estimates that up to 200 million fuel cell 
vehicles could be supported in the U.S. by tapping all available waste gas streams. 

Please Support our Corporate Sponsors, 

  

  



  

  

 
 

  

  



  

 

 

 

Affiliate and Corporate Sponsor Application 
 

Name:________________________________________ Company:_______________________________  
Mailing Address:________________________________________________________________________  
City, State, Zip:_________________________________________________________________________ 
Phone:________________________________________ Fax:____________________________________  
Email: _________________________________ Type of Work: _________________________________  
Are you a member of the: 
State California Water Environment Association (CWEA)?  Yes (  ) No   (  )   
Water Environment Federation (WEF)?    Yes (  ) No   (  ) 
Area(s) of interest 
(  ) Certification   (  ) Collection Systems (  ) Engineering 
(  ) Industrial Waste   (  ) Job Availability  (  ) Laboratory 
(  ) Maintenance   (  ) Management  (  ) Operations  (  ) Safety 
 
North Coast Section CWEA Affiliate and Corporate Sponsor annual fee: 
Corporate Sponsorship: $35.00  
Local section affiliates receive the quarterly newsletter and training notices.  Corporate sponsors also receive a 
reprint of their business card or card size advertisement in the quarterly newsletter. Please submit a business 
card or equivalent size advertisement with corporate sponsorship applications.  
 

 
 
Send a check payable to “North Coast Section CWEA, Inc.” and this completed form to: 
Mike Veach, NCS Membership Chairperson, 812 W. Wabash Eureka, Ca. 95501 
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